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This course will introduce the student to Eastern philosophies through a historical and cultural
perspective. Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, Jainism, Sikhism, Shintoism, and
Sufism will be among the topics covered in this course. Students will work through several
texts and selected readings from primary sources for each philosophy in order to gain an
understanding of the doctrines, values, metaphysics, and epistemology of various Eastern
philosophies.

Philosophy majors, any student needing a All students meeting the pre/pre-
course in the flexible core for World co/corequisites.

Cultures and Global Issues bucket

None.

All students not meeting the pre/pre-
co/corequisites.

A.A. in Philosophy
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Fall 1 2014 31

Twice 62

Xl FALL 12 Weeks [ ] FALL 6 Weeks

X SPRING 12 Weeks | [[] SPRING 6 Weeks

This course is designed to diversify and expand
LaGuardia's Philosophy Program in an area of non-
Western Philosophy. Students will acquire a background
of the main Eastern philosophies and religions.

The purpose of the title change is to try to attract students
to sign up for the course with a more specific title that lays
out the subject matter clearly.

1 midterm, 1 final exam-13%each | 26%
2 Long papers- 12% each 24%
4 Response papers- 6% each 24%
Attendance- 2% off each absence | 10%
Homework and Quizzes- 4% each | 16%
TOTAL 100%

This course is not being developed for a grant.




1. Enable students to critically read texts or
primary sources from the Eastern Philosophical
traditions by introducing each tradition through its
own texts.

2. Introduce the origins and doctrines of each
Eastern philosophy.

3. Introduce the development of the Indian
tradition from the Vedas to the present time.

4. Familiarize the students with the origins,

development, and advent of the Buddhist tradition.

5. Introduce the differences between the various
sects of Indian and Buddhist philosophy and their
respective metaphysics and epistemologies.

6. Enable students to trace the history and
development of Taoism and Confucianism in
China and Japan.

7. Familiarize students with the doctrines and
traditions of Sikhism, Jainism, Shintoism, and
Sufism.

1. Critically read texts or primary sources from
various Eastern Philosophical traditions by
working through the texts of each tradition.

2. Explain the origins and doctrines of each
Eastern philosophy.

3. Trace the development of the Indian tradition
from the Vedas to the present time.

4. Explain the origins, development, and advent of
the Buddhist tradition.

5. Recognize the differences between the various
sects of Indian and Buddhst philosophy and their
respective metaphysics and epistemologies.

6. Trace the history and development of Taoism
and Confucianism in China and Japan.

7. Explain the doctrines and traditions of Sikhism,
Jainism, Shintoism, and Sufism.




8. Enable students to compare and contrast major 8. Compare and contrast major Eastern traditions
Eastern traditions through analysis of texts and film through analysis of texts and film clips by the end
clips by the end of the course. of the course.




Week 1
Introduction to Eastern Thought
Overview of different schools

Week 2
Indian Philosophy:
Basic tenets of Hinduism
6 schools of Classical Indian Philosophy

Week 3
Indian Philosophy:
Basic doctrines of each school of Classical
Indian Philosophy
Response paper #1 on Hinduism due

Week 4
Buddhism:
Arising and spread of Buddhism
Doctrines of each school of Buddhism

Week 5
Buddhism:
Clips from Herzog's 'Wheel of Time'
Buddhist symbols
Long Paper #1 on Buddism due

Week 6
Taoism:
Basic tenets of Taosim
Response paper #2 on Taosim due
Midterm Exam

Week 7
Confucianism
Basic tenets of Confucianism
Neo-Confucianism

Week 9
Jainism:
Basic tenets of Jainism
Response paper #3 on Confucianism due

Week 10
Shintoism:
Basic tenets of Shintoism

Week 11

Sufism:

Basic tenets of Sufism
Response paper #4 on Sufism due

Week 12
Sufism
Review major points of each philosophy
Long Paper #2 on Eastern philophy due

Week 13
Final Exam
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